Winter 2018 Edition

Hard to believe another conference has come and gone and the school
year is near its midpoint. We hope you are having a wonderful school year
and are able to enjoy time with friends and family this holiday season.
We are excited to introduce two new sections in this edition. The first is
our “Member Spotlight”; it features one of our members and provides a
snapshot of their interests and philosophies. Our community is multifaceted,
and we hope this space will allow us to highlight our many dimensions. The
second we are calling “Tech Talk,” and it will provide a quick technology tip
that you can immediately apply to your classroom.
Book recommendations are a staple of our newsletter, too, and this
edition is no exception. We have several recommendations from the students
of Wachusett Regional High School. The college application season has also
gotten us thinking about memoirs as mentor texts in personal narrative units.
As always, NEATE thrives through your contributions; please send
articles and announcements for our next issue to neatenews@gmail.com.

Rob Ford
Editor
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Member Spotlight - Seth Czarnecki
Seth impressed with his presentation at
this year’s conference: “Plotting a
Revolution: Student-Run Writing Centers
as Third Spaces for Writing.” We were
eager to learn more about him.
The Bio
Bio: “I’ve been teaching at Algonquin

Regional High School in Northborough,
MA for nine years. I teach freshman and
junior English as well as a training course
for potential writing tutors called
Advanced Writing Seminar.”
A Favorite Book
Book: “Othello is easily my

favorite. Not only is the language
beautiful, as tends to be the case with
Shakespeare, but also the play is about so
many different things—race, power,
gender roles, revenge, love, betrayal. It
also has the most intriguing villain in all of
literature, Iago.”
An Influence
Influence: “The professor who had
the greatest impact on me was Haivan
Hoang at UMASS-Amherst. I was always
struck by how she engaged her students
— engaged me — as fellow academics.
No longer were we simply undergrads.
Instead, Professor Hoang expected us to
read and write with the same rigor of
curiosity as any professor might. She
valued our ideas as she would any
colleague and in doing so elevated
everyone. This act of generosity, viewing
her students as peers, had a profound
effect on me. I felt like an academic for
the first time, someone with ideas worthy
of attention and engagement.”

A Go-to Strategy
Strategy: “Keeping it simple is

key for me. At the beginning of class,
students revisit what they’ve read and
write about specific moments which were
important, surprising, and confusing. This
centers the students attention and
provides fodder for student-centered
discussion. And all you need is a book, a
piece of paper, and a pen.”
Something Personal
Personal: “I like to run and

then eat at new restaurants that put the
calories right back on. I also make my own
beard care products.”

Want to shine some light on one of your colleagues?
Send an email to neatenews@gmail.com
neatenews@gmail.com, and we’ll get to work.
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The Power of Personal Narrative
A Selection of Mentor Texts
Most high school seniors by this date have their college applications submitted with
personal essays attached, but those who work with seniors know the challenges of the
college essay process. Though many teachers provide instruction in personal narrative
and memoir, often in middle and high school, many students still struggle. During his
luncheon keynote in October, Thomas Newkirk spoke of this, noting the increasing
marginalization of narrative often in favor of standardized reading assessments.
Mentor texts are vital in modeling for students the power of story, memory, and
expression. Fortunately, memoirs and essays abound, and the more timely, are often
the most engaging. Consider adding these recent publications to your repertoire.

Trevor Noah’s rise from Apartheid crime to Daily Show host is
remarkable on so many levels. The book should be read in its
entirety, but if that is not realistic, several chapters are exemplars of
how writers can tell serious stories with humor.

Tara Westover’s memoir has drawn comparisons to Jeannette Walls’
The Glass Castle and has been on the N
 ew York Times Best Seller List
for most of 2018. Striking and memorable throughout, but especially
interesting in how certain chapters are organized.

Pulitzer-prize winning author Viet Thang Nguyen recently authored
this powerful piece for Time, in which he explores the “brutality and
beauty” of America and its impact on his family’s sense of identity.

An immediate bestseller, former First Lady Michelle Obama’s memoir
is sure to be unwrapped by many this season. It may be too early, but
it is certainly worth considering how it could enter the classroom.
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Books Students Love Right Now
Thank You, Students of Washusett Regional High Schoool (MA)
By Meghan Kenney
Grade 9

Caraval by Stephanie Garber is a marvelous book that
draws in readers from beginning to end with vivid details
and a captivating story line. It is about two sisters, Scarlet
and Stella, who would do anything to protect each other.
Their bond is put to the test when they enter an
enchanted game called Caraval. Caraval is a game that
blurs fantasy and reality. Upon their arrival to Caraval,
Scarlett gets separated from Stella, and Stella becomes
involved in the game as the prize for the winner.
Although the magic of Caraval will draw readers into the
adventure, the heartwarming tale of a bond between
sisters will keep them involved. There are some elements
of romance and mystery as the reader follows Scarlett
around trying to uncover clues to save her sister. This
book is fast moving and the adventure and sense of
mystery never ends.

Written by Noah Lambert, Grade 10

The Dark Tower Series by Stephen King follows
Roland Deschain at Gilead, the last gunslinger,
on his quest to find the Dark Tower, a sort of
nexus where all the worlds and universes
converse. I like the books because the writing is
truly exceptional, even for Stephen King. Each
book builds on the last and you quickly find
yourself engulfed by the world King built. The
characters are relatable, the themes universal,
and I'm absolutely infatuated. 
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We’d love to hear from your students.
Send recommendations and reviews to neatenews@gmail.com
neatenews@gmail.com
By Paikea Houston, Grade 9

What If It’s Us by Becky Albertalli and Adam Silvera: Ben and
Arthur are first person narrators in this linear story. Arthur is
living with his mother and father in New York, but they leave
at the end of the summer to head back to home in Georgia.
Fantastic at the claw game, no experience with relationships,
and obsessed with Hamilton, he believes the universe isn’t all
too bad. Ben calls New York home, but everything there
reminds him of his ex-boyfriend Hudson. Cynical, a writer,
and frustrated by his Puerto-Rican heritage and
not-so-Puerto-Rican exterior, Ben thinks the universe is out to
get him. A chance meeting between these two teenagers at a
post-office might be a thumbs-up from the universe, but a
separation with only one name exchanged and a lost
shipping address might be a no. If you like books like Simon
Versus The Homo Sapiens Agenda, this book is for you.

By Eli Sulmasy, Grade 10

Typhoon Fury by Clive Cussler is one of many in a long series
in what is called T
 he Oregon Files. Juan Cabrillo, a chairman
at the Oregon leads his team - in and out of danger - in
finding a super drug. The team must stop rebels and drones
in order to ward off a possible impending war. The book itself
is long, but every page you want to read more as you get into
the novel further.
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The Road b
 y Cormac McCarthy is an amazing book about a
father and son in a post-apocalyptic world traveling across a
desolate landscape for seven brutal months. The father and
son, who are never named, have to endure sights that
nobody should ever see. They have to travel across a
scorched earth with rotting corpses and burnt down houses.
The father and son are only some of the few people on earth
still alive who haven't been driven to commit cannibalism,
murder, or rape. When they are traveling, they have to avoid
and defend themselves from people who want to steal from
them, kill them, and even worse kill them for food. Their goal
is to reach the ocean because they would be safe there - at
least that's what the father told the son to keep him going.
He would always reassure him that they are the “good guys.”
This was my favorite book I read in this class because it was
able to put such vivid pictures in my head and really let me
imagine what was going on. Also, the way the story flowed
and the word choices made the book really powerful and
tugged at my feelings making me want to keep reading or
wishing something happened or didn’t happen.

By Logan Day, Grade 10

The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy by Douglas
Adams: Arthur Dent is a normal human being on
earth, living a normal life, up to the point that said
Earth was destroyed. This likely was not healthy for
most humans, but with the help of an alien friend,
Ford, Arthur manages to escape and explore the
galaxy in search of a good place to rest. This book
and series has a humorous and slightly sarcastic
tone which, while often hard to read and
understand, is enjoyable nonetheless. You can tell
that Adams doesn't even care through his
avoidance of clichés and outright addressing of the
readers. He is making jokes about the expectancy
and structure of science fiction books.
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Tech Talk
Embedding Multimedia Assessments
Integrating multimedia on a regular basis is
the new normal, some might even say a
long-standing practice in ELA. To be sure,
watching and analyzing video — engaging
in media literacy — is not especially
innovative. What is new, though, is the
relative ease with which we can now create
multimedia
assessments,
embedding
questions and commentary into videos,
through such tools as EdPuzzle.
Students interact with “text” in a variety of
ways in our classrooms. We might begin
with an article or short passage analysis as
a means to launch into an exploration of a
larger concept, a concept that we then
reinforce with video. The reverse is often
the case, too; we might use a video to
introduce concepts and then transition to
more traditional text-based interactions
afterwards. In both cases, the videos are
typically short, quick-hitting, and targeted.
EdPuzzle allows you to pull videos from
many places online (YouTube, TED Talks,
Crash Course, etc.) or upload your own.
The videos can be cropped (from the
beginning or end) and questions or
comments added. Once finalized, videos
are assigned. If you use Google Classroom,
you simply sync your existing classes with
EdPuzzle; if not, you invite or add students
manually. Student responses are stored on
EdPuzzle for future grading.

Sample Videos: The videos from the samples
below were originally pulled from YouTube.
Zora Neale Hurston & Her Critics: Students
listen to a segment from an NPR radio
documentary about Hurston and the reaction
to her work from some of her Harlem
Renaissance peers.
Malcolm X’s “The Ballot or the Bullet”: The
speech is broken into three parts: Part I, II,
and III. Students are asked to demonstrate
their understanding of black nationalism and
later to scrutinize the rhetoric deployed.
These work best when students have the text
to reference as they listen.
An Analysis of “Howl”: This analysis of Allen
Ginsberg’s poem was originally published on
YouTube by Suzanne Shaut, but through
EdPuzzle, now has questions and comments
that focus students on key concepts.
Additional Resources & Tips:
PlayPosit: This is another tool that functions
much like EdPuzzle. Some teachers prefer it.
Screencasting: Screen recording can also be
used to create videos. Record yourself
reading an article or passage, for example,
and then upload the video to EdPuzzle. Two
applications that work well with Google
Chrome are Nimbus and Screencastify.
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Upcoming Affiliate Events - Save the Dates!
The New Hampshire Council of Teachers of English (NHCTE) is hosting a conference on
March 28, 2019 at the Puritan Conference Center in Manchester, NH. Penny Kittle is the
keynote and the theme is “Making It Count: A Practical Approach to Competency Based
Learning.” Consult their website for registration details.
The Connecticut Council of Teacher of English (CTCTE) is hosting its annual half-day
conference on March 30, 2019 at Central Connecticut State University. Consult their
website for more details, as they become available.
Rhode Island College will be hosting a half-day professional learning experience for high
school and college faculty on Saturday, April 27, 2019 from 9:00-12:00. The focus will be
on exploring ways to smooth the transition from high school to college writing.
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