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Mr. Vess L. Ossman, junicrs letter,
already quoted, shows that Mr. Ossman returned to the stage in 1923,
after. five years of leading. dance
bands
for
hotels
in
Indianapolis and Dayton. He and Vess, junior,
then went into vaudeville as a Banjo
duet team, where they were highly
successful for several months.
But
then came tragedy, when the elder
Ossman suffered a severe heart attack while the pair was playing an
engagement for a Minneapolis, Minnesota, theatre.
Under the heading of "Musician's
Contribution to Charity Nearly Cost
His Life; Son 'Carries On,' Hiding
Heartache Under SmHes," a Minneapolis
paper
in November,
1923,
printed. the following:
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"The Banjo King"

"Back of the gay scenes which
served as a background for the brilliance of the Charity ball Tuesday
night, a little drama Wi1S enacted,
unwitnessed
by the public. In the
midst of the gaiety of one of the
social season's premier events, near
tragedy
appeared
for a moment.
Then merriment was resumed. .
"The two Ossmans, father and son,
appearing at a local theatre during
the week, had volunteered
their
services
for
the
evening - their
contribution to charity. Skilled players on the banjo, their music was
added to that of the orchestra. Some
'Way, the music. these two musicians
played that night was a trifle different than that which throughout the
week drew the applause of the theater-going
public.
Strains
of pure
.musical beauty. as well as the "jazz"
chords suitable for dancing, issued
from their instruments.
"Suddenly the figure of the elder
Ossman was seen to grow limp.
Faintness seized him, and he was unable to continue.
In a moment he
had become seriously ill. He was
taken to a local hospital where his
condition was announced as crrncat.
The next night, theatre-goers
heard
but one artist play where two had
performed before. With his father
dangerously
ill, Vess Ossman, jr.,
alone 'put over the act.' None in the
audience guessed the near heartbreak
behind the smiles with which he received their applause. Skilled fingers
produced music; his thoug-hts were
with his father.
"Thanksgiving day held a peculiar
significance for the two ·Ossmans, for
that day Mr. Ossman, Sr., was released from the hospital, 'Weak but
out of danger. He will be able to resume work next week. And Thanksgiving night patrons of a local theater were enthralled by the playing- of
the younger Ossman."
But it turned out that the newspaper's reference to the elder' Ossman being- out of danger, was sadlv
ironic. He had another heart attack
and died a few davs after his return
to the stag-e. Here' is the death notice
published in a Hudson. New York,
paper,
shortly
after
The
Banjo
King's death on December 8, 1923:
"Banjoist Vess OSSIman is dead.
Succumbs to heart attack while on
tour - was native
of Hudson.Word has been received here of the
death of Vess Osman, Sr., 55. fprmer
leader of the Ossman's orchestra at
the Miami Hotel, Dayton, Ohio, who
died Thursday night at 11 o'clock at
Fairmount.
Minnesota.
His death
followed an attack of. heart disease.
"Mr. Ossman died shortly after
taking part in the performance in a
B. F. Keith's vaudeville house in
Fairmount, where he was billed with
his son, Vess Ossman, Jr., in a musical act.
"Mr. Ossman and his son left Dayton about six months ago to fill a
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1949

contract with the B. F. Keith western
vaudeville
circuit
for the season.
For the last four years he had been
engaged
by _the Miami hotel, COIlducting a dance orchestra in the g-rill
room.
"Mr. Ossman was born in Hudson,
N. Y., and lived here until he was 12
years old. His musical career started
in his early days when he traveled
the country
WIth musical
shows,
playing the. banjo. He has followed
the musical profession all of his life,
playing in several different countrie ••
in the last twenty-five years. Several years before going- to Dayton he
played before King George of England and royalty of other countries.
"During. the early stages' of the
talking machines, Mr. Ossman was
noted for making the first banjo record in New York for the Victor Co.
While making the vaudeville
tour
with his son, his wife, Mrs. Eunice
Ossman,
and daughter,
Annadele,
made their horne in Dayton, in the
Riverside apartments.
"Vess Ossman developed his talents
as a musician and banjoist in early
youth, taking his first lesson from
Fidell Wise, of this city. He soon
became recognized as a leader in the
playing of this instrument,
and he
was generous in playing at many entertainments
and gatherings
about
Hudson in his youth. His talent soon
called him to New York City, where
he made his home until moving- to
Dayton. Several times he came back
to Hudson for concert engagements,
playing one season at the Hudson
fair, and at the. Y. M. C. A.. in a
concert with Mrs. J. Bartlett Hydorn,
of Albany. His last appearance was
when he was brought to Hudson by
Rogers Hose Co., along- with several
prominent names on phonograph records. He is survived by his wife,
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